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Medicare Part D Deadline Is December 31 
 
Lt. Governor André Bauer would like to remind all South Carolinians that the deadline 
for changing Medicare Prescription Drug coverage plans for 2007 is December 31. 
 
“Seniors who are happy with the drug coverage they have right now, or who have drug 
coverage from another source besides Medicare don’t need to worry about this,” said 
Bauer, “but anybody who signed up for one of Medicare’s stand alone Part D plans last 
year and isn’t happy with that plan for whatever reason has until the end of the year to 
change to another plan for 2007.” 
 
The December 31 Deadline is for stand alone Part D plans only.  Medicare Advantage 
plan subscribers can make changes until March 31.  Regardless of their plan type or 
current coverage status, Lt. Governor Bauer urged family members and loved ones of 
all Medicare beneficiaries to take time during the holidays to make sure that those 
individuals are getting the prescription drug coverage they need.   
 
“It’s possible that somebody in your family may have been putting off this decision 
because they don’t understand the options or are intimidated by the enrollment 
process,” said Bauer.  “I would just encourage anyone connecting with family members 
who are over 65 during the holidays to talk about that with them.  Our I-CARE Insurance 
Counselors in the state office will be on duty between 8:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., on 
December 27, 28 and 29, and they can help with any question you might have.” 
 
 

-more- 
 
 
 
 



 
Page 2 

 
Lt. Governor’s Office on Aging 

December 20, 2006 
 
 
The toll free number to contact an I-CARE Counselor in the Lt. Governor’s Office on 
Aging in Columbia is 1-800-868-9095.  People calling from the Columbia area can also 
use 734-9900.  Individuals can also make changes to their stand alone Part D plans by 
using the www.medicare.gov web site or by calling 1-800-MEDICARE (633-4227).  The 
toll-free lines are manned 24 hours a day, according to the Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services (CMS). 

 
I-CARE Counselors in South Carolina’s 10 Regional Area Agencies on Aging can also 
help with Medicare-related questions.  The graphic below provides contact information 
for each regional office. (Holiday hours in the Regional Offices may vary, so call for 
schedules.) 
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